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Fifty yearsagoit wasconsidered
standardfor zoostoconfineanimals
to smallcages,butaspeoplehave
becomeenlightenedto the
psychologicalneedsandfeelingsof
anImals,zooshaverespondedby
providingspaciousnaturalhabitats.
Today,thesightof alion pacing
backandforthin hiscubicleora
dolphinswimmingin circlesin a
smalltankis lookeduponby the
viewingpublicascrueland
inhumane.
Parrots,naturallycreaturesof the

airandboundlessspace,seemtobe
thelastcaptiveanimalsfor whoma
naturallife-styleisbeing
considered.Manyarestill living in
thesmallsterileenvironmentof a
cage,unabletoembracein anyway
theuniqueandwondrouslifestyle
for whichtheywerecreated.
Habitatimmersionis thetrendin

thezooworldnowand,happily,
thereisagrowingtrendamong
aviculturiststo respondto thesame
(if notgreater)psychologicalneeds
andfeelingsof thesefree-flying
spiritsof therainforestbyprovIding
largenaturalhabitatswherethe
birdscanlive,atleastto some
degree,in thewaynature
intended...reallyflying,interacting
withtrees,theground,therain,and
evenselectingtheirownmates.
Dr.TheodoreBarber'sbook,The

HumanNatureof Birds (page167)
tellsus,"Birdsnotonlyuseflightas
anaturalmeansof locomotion,but
in beautifulformsasameansof
expression...Manyspeciesspend
hoursof thedayin therecreationof
flightasothersspendhoursin song.
Flightisanartakintomusic,with
rhythmandfeelingof movementas
its foundation,a~Ioriousmeansof
expressionthatbIrdsknowwell
howtouse".Birdsweredesigned
to fly andflightmuscles,like all
othermuscles,tendtoatrophywhen
notusedfor longperiods.
A birdsittingalone,orevenwith a

matehedidnotchoose,in acubicle
barelylargeenoughtospreadhis
wings,eventhoughhemaybefeda
nutritiousdiet,givenquality
veterinarycare,andkept
immaculatelyclean,isboth
physicallyandpsychologicallyafar
cryfromthebirdflying freeamong
thetreesandinteractingwithhis
environment.Additionally,the
exerciseplusthepsychological
benefitsof theexhilarationof
freedomarestrongimmunesystem
enhancers.
Concernfor conservationshould

includepreservingthespiritof the
birdaswellasmerelythephysical
form. Manyaviculturalarticlesare
repletewith adviceaboutthe
importanceof keepin~thegenepool
intactbynothybndislllg,thus
retainingthephysicalformasnature
designed,shouldreintroduction
becomefeasible.Accordingto
thesesamepublications,however,it
seemsperfectlyacceptableto alter
all otheraspectsof thebird. Weare
inundatedwithadviceonhowto
editthemto ourstandardsandteach
themnottobehavelike abird- how
to stopchewing,biting,screaming,
makingamess,andflying. Then
wewonderwhybirdsplucktheir
feathers,mutilatethemselves,or
becomeaggressive.Seldom
addressedis howto maintainand

enjoythemasabird. Observin~
theirsocialinteractionsandseelllg
howmuchfuntheyhavein a
naturalsetting,flying freely,
functioningasapartof naturewhile
still enjoyinginteractingwith
peopleis trulya learningexperience
andgivesoneaninsightintothe
truemarvelsandcapacitiesof these
incrediblebeings.
Asonespendsmoretimewiththe

birdsin theirhabitat,theybeginto
seeyouasaco-inhabitantwhocan
sharein theirgamesandplayand
participatein theirvarioussocial
interactions,ratherthanasacaptor
whorestrictstheiractivities.Thusa
levelof love,understandingand
interactionrarelyexperiencedby
anypetowneris oftenattained.
In free-flighthabitatbirdschange

"buddies"frequentlybefore
decidingonamate,muchas

humansdo. Fewspeciesbreedin a
communalsituation,however,soin
mostcasestruepairsshouldbe
giventheirownquarters.Buteven
then,trueromancedoesn'tdeservea
prisonsentence.Theycanbegiven
slightlysmallerhabitatsandstill be
permittedtocommunewithnature.
Wehavefoundthatbirdswhoselect
theirownmatesaremoreprolific
breeders(wouldn'tyoube?)than
thosewhohaveoneforcedupon
them.
CharlesMunntellsus("New

Yorker",July30,1990)thatcaptive
birdsforgethowto live; all of their
culturaltransmissionis lost. They
losewhathecallstheirparrotness
andthereforemostcaptivebred
birdsarenotsuitablefor
reintroduction.
Survivalskillsarenottransmitted

by osmosisbutthroughexperience.
Evenparentbirdswhoareallowed
to raisetheiroffspringin acage
havenowayof teachingthemhow
to survivein thewild.
No social,curious,active,and

intelligentbeingcanremainhappy
orphysiologicallyand
psychologicallystablewhen
permanentlyrestrictedtoasmall
sterileenvironment.
Someday,in amoreenlightened

a~e,thepracticeof confiningany
bIrdto alife limitedto thesynthetic
environmentof acagewill be
viewedasmorallyandethically
unthinkable,muchasslaveryis
lookedbackontoday.Zooanimals
hadthevoiceof theviewingpublic
to speakoutfor them.Thefateof
thesebirds,breedersaswell aspets,
restswith theconscienceof the

individualwhohasthemin hiscare.
Clippedwingsorconfiningcages

arenottheonlyalternativeto
extinction.Habitatimmersionis
becomingthewaveof thefuture.
Thosewhohaveeconomicinterests
astheirprimaryconcernwill argue
thatthis isnotthemost
economicallyefficientuseof space,
buteventheywouldhaveto agree
thatit is themostcompassionate.It
is alsothemostpragmaticand
realisticwayto assuresurvival,
shouldreintroductionintothewild
becomeanactuality.
Withoutexception,everybird

loverwhohasseenourhabitathas
saidthattheywouldlovetohave
somethinglike it butthatthey:I)
don'thavethemoneyor 2)don't
havethespaceor 3)bothof the
above.Therearevariousdesigns
andconstructionmethodsfor
habitatsandminihabitatsto fit
almostanyspaceorbudget.With
imaginationandinitiative,plusa
largehelpingof commitment,
captivebirdscanbeliving life to
thefullestin amini ormicro
rainforestsettingandwouldbealot
happierfor it.
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